
History in Films 
How do secondary sources present History? 

LO: to assess modern interpretations of different historical events 



What is a director’s purpose in making a 
historical film? 

• 1. Story telling 

• 2. Presenting history 

• 3. Entertainment 

• 4. Argue a view e.g. Oscar Schindler 
was a hero for saving so many Jews from 
the Holocaust in Schindler’s List 

 



False claims in History films 

The film U571 claims the 
Americans captured the Nazi 

enigma machine when it was in 
fact the British 

The film Amadeus shows Motzart 
as a spoilt brat murdered by a 

rival composer Saliari. They 
Historical evidence argues 

against this. 



King John in Disney’s Robin hood (1973 cartoon film) 

• Watch these clips from Disney’s 
Robin Hood.  

• How do they present King John? 
Is it fair? 

• Does it match what you know 
about him? 

• What was the director’s aim in 
showing John like this? 



History in Films 
How do secondary sources present History? 

LO: to assess modern interpretations of different historical events 

Your History film 
PowerPoint 

presentations 

Questions to answer: 
• What event or person it 

portrays 
• What opinion does it present? 
• Do you feel it is a reliable 

representation? Why? 
• Is the film useful in learning 

about the even or person? 



Film Recommendations 


